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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is responsive to amendment filed 12/1 1/06. Claims 1 and 4 are 
pending in the application. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hideo (JP 
2003015623) in view of Minoru (JP 10-124003). 

As to claim 1, Fig. 1 of Hideo discloses a multi-display video display system including a 
plurality of displays (30) and video signal processing units (10, 20) respectively associated with 
the displays, a single image being displayed by using the displays ([0001] of the English 
translation), wherein each of the video signal processing units (10, 20) comprises: 

a generation section (enlarge display signal generation section 12) which receives a video 
signal of a same original image, and generates an enlarged display signal ([0007], [0015], [0018] 
of the translation); 

an average luminance level acquisition section (11) which receives the enlarged video 
signal of the same original image, and which acquires average luminance levels respectively of 
the video signals ([0021] of the translation); 
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an average luminance level setting section (13, 21-23), which selects a luminance level 
among the average luminance levels, supply the luminance level to the displays, respectively 
([0022]-[0024] of the translation), 

wherein each of the displays comprises a control device (24) which controls display 
brightness on the basis of the brightness level ([0025] of the translation). 

Hideo does not explicitly disclose the generation section divides the video signal thereby 
generating a division display signal. Hideo also does not disclose the luminance level setting 
section for selecting a maximum level and supplying the maximum level to the display. 
However, Minoru is cited to teach a multi-screen plasma display device similar to Hideo. Hideo 
teaches a generation section (enlarging/dividing section 2) for enlarging and dividing the input 
video signal for the multi-screen plasma display device (see the abstract of Minoru). Minoru 
also teaches to select a maximum value of APL as the control signal to control the display unit 
(the abstract of Minoru). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify system of Hideo to have an enlarging/dividing 
section for dividing the video signal thereby generating a division display signal and to select a 
maximum value of APL as taught by Minoru so as "to display a picture with the maximum 
brightness and to perform display in which brightness between each screen is even in multi- 
screen display" (the abstract of Minoru). 

Claim 4 is a method claim corresponding to the above apparatus claim 1, is rejected for 
the same reasons as stated above since such method "steps" are clearly read on by the 
corresponding "means". 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 4 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Fjuita et al (US 2003/0122744) teaches an average luminance level control circuit for 
selecting a maximum level of APL. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Regina Liang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7693. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Regina Liang 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2674 
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